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16th District Report

SESSION SCORECARD: 
Big wins for the year…

Protected rural property values by 
passing a Hirst water solution that 
preserves the right of rural property 
owners to drill new household 
wells.

Stopped a proposed 7 percent 
capital gains tax and a $3.3 billion 
carbon/energy tax. The governor’s 
energy tax would have driven up 
the cost of electricity and gasoline.

Passed capital budgets providing 
more than $4.6 billion in public 
works projects statewide, including 
nearly $61 million for the 16th 
District.   

Placed a big emphasis on mental 
health, increasing funding for 
treatment facilities, expanding 
programs and creating a task force 
to consider ways to reduce violence.

…and a few big disappointments

Despite record revenue increases, 
the Legislature provided no 
property tax relief in 2018 and only 
a small one-time amount in 2019.

The final budget deal spends all but 
$103 million out of a projected $50.4 
billion budget in 2021, and fails to 
set aside an adequate reserve for 
emergencies.

The Legislature provided no relief 
for manufacturers from high 
business and occupation tax rates. 
Last year, the governor vetoed 
legislation designed to attract new 
manufacturers and help existing 
ones expand.

Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

The 2018 legislative session ended March 8. For the first 
time in four years, the Legislature finished on time without 
a special session. It was one of the busiest 60-day sessions 
in recent memory. There were accomplishments and 
disappointments. 

Our booming economy is projected to generate an additional 
$2.3 billion in tax collections over the next four years, without 
a tax increase.

This session had a different tone than those of the recent 
past. For the first time since 2012, our Democratic colleagues 
controlled all the bases of power in the Legislature – the 
House, the Senate and the governor’s office. Ambitious 
spending plans trumped fiscal discipline, and the 
Legislature resumed practices that caused serious financial 
trouble during the last recession. 

We offer this report in recognition of the important 
responsibility you have given us. We hope you will contact us 
and share your comments and concerns. Thank you for the 
opportunity to serve you.

Sen. Maureen Walsh Rep. Terry Nealey Rep. Bill Jenkin
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Protecting household 
wells and preserving 
rural property values
Water is flowing again for thousands 
of rural property owners across the 
state because of legislation approved 
this year. Lawmakers took action 
to correct a 2016 ruling by the state 
Supreme Court, which imposed 
near-impossible requirements on 
rural property owners seeking to drill 
new wells for household use. The 
Hirst decision shut off water for new 
development and put rural property 
values at risk.

New wells will face restrictions on 
water usage, and the bill requires a 
watershed-by-watershed planning 
process, even in areas where water 
is in plentiful supply. There is still 
work to be done in some areas of the 
state. Yet it was the best deal we were 
likely to strike this year. Our Hirst 
fix provides relief for rural property 
owners and their communities, for 
schools and local taxing districts, 
and for efforts to develop affordable 
housing statewide.

Little property tax relief,  
long after it is needed
When the Legislature passed the McCleary K-12 education funding 
solution last year, it made reforms to increase the state property tax 
rate, while decreasing the total amount school districts could collect 
in local school levies. Due to a timing issue, taxpayers are seeing a 
one-time “spike” in property taxes this year (2018). However, in 2019, 
many taxpayers will see a net reduction in their property taxes.

Republicans proposed bills in the 2018 session that would have 
provided significant and immediate property tax relief during 
this year’s spike. Those bills were not given hearings. Instead, 
Democrats advanced legislation that will provide smaller, one-year 
property tax relief in 2019 of about 30 cents per $1,000 of assessed 
valuation. The tax reduction will come next year, long after the spike 
has passed. Compounding the problem, our Democratic colleagues 
deducted the money from the state’s emergency reserves.

Bill provokes rare protest
The U.S. Supreme Court has decided some public 
employees cannot be forced to join unions or pay 
representation fees. These include Washington’s 
30,000 in-home care workers, most of whom receive 
a small stipend caring for disabled or elderly 
relatives. Until recently they were required to join 
the Service Employees International Union and pay 
roughly $900 a year.

Senate Bill 6199, advanced by the majority party, 
transfers these workers to a private contractor. This 
contractor could require a closed shop. We cried 
foul. In the House, our colleagues squelched debate, 
gaveling us down and shutting off our microphones. 
The final tally was a rare 50-0, as Republicans 
protested by refusing to vote. 

Session poses a personal challenge 
Sen. Maureen Walsh, R-Walla Walla

This was a difficult session, 
both professionally and 
personally. On Jan. 30, three 
weeks after we convened in 
Olympia, I suffered a minor 
heart attack that required 
hospitalization, and forced 
me to miss several weeks of 
session.

This weighs heavily on me. 
My 26 years of working in 
the Legislature have taught 
me the importance of being 
present for debates and 
votes. 

I want to extend my heartfelt 
thanks to my staff, who 
capably filled the breach 

while I was away. They kept our office running smoothly, communicated 
constantly with me through texts and emails, and endured constant inquiries 
from the many friends I have made in Olympia and in our district over the 
years. I feel truly blessed.

The experience humbled me and made me take a deep look at what is truly 
important in life. We often have differences of opinion in the Legislature, 
on issues like taxes and spending and the best ways to protect the most 
vulnerable. But we also are members of a legislative family that cares for 
one another and wants the best outcome for the people of Washington. I am 
honored to be part of it, and to represent you in the state Senate.
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Legislature taps ‘rainy day fund’ 
in sunny times
Would you spend down your savings account if you 
knew tough times were coming? Unfortunately, that’s 
exactly what the Legislature did.

State economists predict an 88 percent chance of a 
downturn sometime in the next five years. Yet our 
colleagues chose not to make a scheduled $700 million 
deposit to the state rainy day fund. Instead, they spent it 
all. Worse, they used an accounting maneuver to dodge 
a constitutional requirement for a 60 percent vote of the 
Legislature before rainy-day money could be tapped.

This means the fund will hold an amount equal to just 
2.5 percent of the state’s $44 billion operating budget 
– hardly an adequate insurance policy against the 
inevitable bad times ahead. 

Moving on
Rep. Terry Nealey, R-Dayton

As you may have 
heard, this will 
be my last term in 
the Legislature as 
your 16th District 
representative.

When I first ran for 
this office, it was 
out of frustration 
with the state 
operating budget. 
The Legislature 
was expanding 
government, 
overspending, not 
putting money 
away during good 
economic times, 
and asking citizens 
to dig deeper in 

their pockets when they could hardly afford it. I knew we 
could do better.

The budget is now on more solid ground than nine years 
ago, although there’s room for improvement. I’ve opened 
a conversation on energy policy for our state. We’ve staved 
off tax increases and I’ve accomplished many of our 
shared 16th District goals. With those achievements, the 
timing feels right. 

Thank you for this wonderful opportunity to serve as your 
state representative. 

Putting the 16th District first
Rep. Bill Jenkin, R-Prosser

This was a tough session. 
Because of the change 
in the majority party, 
we witnessed many 
troubling votes over 
the course of the 60-
day session. Your 16th 
District lawmakers 
worked hard to ensure 
the legislation brought 
forward this session 
would benefit you, not 
harm you. We obtained 
funding in the capital 
budget for much 
needed projects around 
the district. We managed to stop major tax increases, 
including a carbon tax and capital gains tax. There were 
some misses as well. We couldn’t bring you meaningful 
property tax relief or real solutions to increase safety in  
our schools. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank Rep. Terry Nealey 
for his service. He has been a mentor to me since I became 
a state lawmaker. His leadership, knowledge and passion 
for the 16th District will be missed in the state House of 
Representatives. I wish my friend all the best in retirement. 

I am grateful for Sen. Maureen Walsh’s continued 
leadership and friendship.  We will continue to work hard 
on behalf of the citizens of the 16th District.

It’s an honor to represent the people of the 16th District.
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Contact us!

Walla Walla District Office 
26 E. Main St., Suite 8 
Walla Walla, 99362 

Pasco District Office 
1110 Osprey Pointe Blvd., Room 238 
Pasco, 99301

Sen. Maureen Walsh 
(509) 527-4151 
Email:  Maureen.Walsh@leg.wa.gov 
Website: 
MaureenWalsh.SRC.wastateleg.org

Rep. Terry Nealey 
(509) 526-6284 
Email:  Terry.Nealey@leg.wa.gov 
Website:  
RepresentativeTerryNealey.com

Rep. Bill Jenkin 
(509) 545-2210
Email:  Bill.Jenkin@leg.wa.gov
Website: 
RepresentativeBillJenkin.com
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Public works projects get green light
One of the bright spots this year was the Legislature’s passage of public works budgets 
authorizing $4.6 billion in projects across the state. Approval of last year’s capital budget was 
delayed until January by the lengthy wrangle over the Hirst decision. Important projects for 
the 16th District include:

 • $17.7 million in loans for the Paterson Pipeline, to bring irrigation to 4,400 acres of 
state-owned land in the Horse Heaven Hills near Paterson. Money will be repaid by lease 
revenues.

 • $9.6 million for a new medium-security program and support building at the Washington 
State Penitentiary in Walla Walla.

 • $1.1 million to renovate the science and technology building at Walla Walla Community 
College, and $4.6 million for other community college repairs.

 • $1.5 million for the City of College Place, to replace a failing well 
and upgrade the municipal water system.

 • $1.5 million for Tri-County Habitat for Humanity, to build new 
homes in Pasco.

 • $1 million for the Pasco Early Learning Center, helping convert 
the Pasco Senior Center into a preschool facility with classrooms 
for 200 children.

 • $350,000 from the Building for the Arts Grant Program for the 
Gesa Power House Theatre in Walla Walla.

 • $300,000 for restoration of the Naval Air Station Pasco control 
tower for use as a future aviation museum.

 • $114,000 for rehabilitation of the Princess Theatre in Prosser.
Princess Theatre, Prosser
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